
 



Team  

Rocas.. Papel.. Tijeras…. 
• To see who goes first in pair work 

– Consider using vocabulary words….. 

– Lamb  beats the teacher   

– Teacher beats the school  

–  School beats the lamb 



Stage combat 

• Action- reaction 

• Eye to eye 

• Up  

• Down 

• Forward 

• Back 

• Touch 

• yell – ha! 
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Creativity…… 

• Roger von Oech - Creative thinking 

involves imagining familiar things in a 

new light, digging below the surface to 

find previously undetected patterns, 

and finding connections among 

unrelated phenomena.   

 



What the experts say: 

• NYS Reading Proficiencies 

• Common Core Standards 

– Read closely to determine what the text says 
explicitly and to make logical inferences form it: 
cite specific textual evidence when writing or 
speaking to support conclusion drawn from the 
text. 

– Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including determine technical, connotative 
and figurative meanings, and analyze how 
specific word choice shapes meaning and tone.  



READING!!! 

 



Today…… 

 

• What is authentic text? 

• Obtaining and selecting engaging 
authentic text. 

• Designing close reading activities. 

• Creative CCSS Activities. 

• Perspective Storytelling to build 
vocabulary 

• Different text for different purposes. 

• Questions and comments 



Authentic Text for all levels 

• Authentic  

– written by and for native speakers 

BUT!  Expand your notion of authentic text. 

-Technology – tweets – texts  - facebook 

Stories from videos – lyrics –scripts 

 



Questions to ask yourself before  

developing activities 
• What type of material is it? 

• What key words will students need to 

understand? 

• What idiomatic phrases are included? 

• What is the author’s point of view? 

• Who is the audience? 

• What are the facts vs. opinions 

expressed in the text? 

• What cultural aspects are 



Authentic texts…… 

• The problem 

• comprehensibility 





Increasing Student 

Comprehension. 
 



Pre-Reading 

• Familiarize students with the vocabulary of 

the text.  

• Establish an intellectual  framework for 

understanding the text. 

• Students will be able to add creativity 

when students understand the material. 



Vocabulary Introduction 

• Pre-teach key words 



Wô    - I  

nî -   you 
• qù - goes 

• bù – not 

• Bão bão - hug 



Pre-teaching Vocabulary 

establishing meaning 
vocabulary In English Draw it definition In a 

sentence 

wô I 
bù ní 

Wô qù Rochester 

ní you 
bù ní Ní qù Rochester 



John qù Babajohns 



John goes to Papa Johns 



Tim qù Mary.   Tim bù qù Sally.  



Tim goes to Mary.   Tim doesn’t 

go to  Sally.  



Personalized Questions and 

Answers 
• List 3 places you could go in the room. 



pre-reading   

the perfect pet… 

• Cute 

• Sweet 

• Funny 

• Big 

• Smart 



pre-reading 

in my opinion, (Sr. Wooly) 
• All students sit 

• One student stand and states an opinion  

– A big pet is better than a smart pet… 

• If a student agree- that students stands 

• if the students disagrees, the student remains seated –  

• If the student can’t decide, the student shrugs 

• Teacher should ABSOLUTELY participate 

 



Building vocabulary through 

reading. 

 



Use what is made for kids…. 

• Children’s books – 

• either books translated from English books  

• or books written by native speakers for 

native speakers 



Kindergarten time…. 



Cloze with commercials 

 



• Vamos a la tienda 

• Hoy será un grand día abuelo 

• Gracias, mi vida 

• Bye mamá 

•  Senor, no tiene esas ranitas de hojalata de colores? 

• No, no las vendo 

• Ok gracias 

• (repite lo de arriba) 

• No lo tengo 

• Buenos días 

• ¿Me permite does minutos de su tiemp? 

• Eh claro 

• Mire, estoy presetnado unas manualidades. Son 
ranitas, hay de vairiascolores.  ¿Qué le parece? 



• Vamos a la tienda 

• Hoy será un grand día abuelo 

• Gracias, mi vida 

• Bye ______ 

• Senor, no tiene esas ranitas de hojalata de colores? 

• No, no las vendo 

• Ok _______ 

• (repite lo de arriba) 

• No lo _______ 

• Buenos días 

• ¿Me permite does ______ de su tiemp? 

• Eh claro 

• Mire, estoy preetnado unas manualidades. Son 
ranitas, hay de vairiascolores.  ¿Qué le parece? 





Tweets…….. 

• #quierounnovioque 





How to get tweets….. 





Songs….. 

• Build familiarity with the song. 

• After two or three days, start working with 

the lyrics. 

  

 



Elimination…. 

• As students and their partners listen to the song, 

they write any word they hear. 

• After the class is done listening, each pair 

names one word they heard from the lyrics.   

• If someone has the same word, everyone 

crosses the word off their list. 

• Continue around the groups, each pair giving 

another word. 

• The pair with the most words at the end - WINS 

 



Blackout poems 

• Give the text to students along with a 

thick, black marker. The students  ‘black 

out’ as much of the text as they want, 

leaving behind isolated letters, words, and 

phrases that, when read in order, create a 

poem. 





Read the lyrics as the song 

plays 
• Voy a reír, voy a bailar Vivir mi vida 

lalalalá Voy a reír, voy a gozar Vivir mi 

vida lalalalá 



While reading…. 

 



Lo eschuché 
• Write out translations of quotations or lines from the text. 

• Add in two or three fake quotations or lines that are not in the text. 

• Type out the translations in a document and  project it 

• Students should read through each of the quotes and think of how to 

say it in the TL. 

• Read the text out loud to the students.  

• If they hear one of the quotes, the students  could raise their hands 

and shout, “¡Lo escuché!”  

• Call on one of the students that raised his/her hand, and ask him or 

her to read the translation that matches the quote that you just read. 

– If the student reads the correct translation, it’s a point. If 

he or she does not read the correct translation,  

– At the end of the text, identify the ‘imposter’ quotes, 

review translations of each one, and label who said it. 



– After students read and understand the 

content of the text: 

– Write a 30 word NO MORE NO LESS 

summary 

– Share your summary in an inner/outer circle 

or two line double line rotation. 

 

After reading a comprehensible text 



• Teacher writes a scrambled list of 

events from the story; students 

put them in the correct order. 



• Students read the story and write 

unknown words on the board. 

Teacher writes the translations 

beside them as they add new 

words to the board. 



• Teacher writes an abbreviated 

summary of the story.  

•  Students add details. 

 



• Students match illustrations with 

events from the story. 



• Teacher writes a version of the 

story with errors. Students identify 

and correct errors. 

 



• Put students in groups of four.  Each student has two 

half pieces of paper. 

•  Student each write two questions on two different pieces 

of paper.  

• When students finish writing a question, students sign 

the paper and put the paper in the middle of the group. 

•  When they finished writing questions, students pick up a 

different paper and write an answer to the question, 

signing their names. 

•  Then they write another question on the same paper, 

sign that new question, and put it into the middle. 



Creating Questions 







Using silent (or almost) films for 

reading 

• The power of a good story 





• Teacher writes a list of events. 

Students write out a given 

character feels during that event. 



Give the students the written story 

by phrases.  

Students put the phrases in order. 



Using text to build dialogs 

  



 “Mary had a little lamb…” 



A B 

Mary yells at the teacher. The students laugh and play 

The lamb eats the teacher The lamb follows Mary to school 

The students laugh and play The pirate has a bird. 

The lamb lingered near The students yell at Mary 

The lamb follows Mary to school The lamb lingered near 



Read to yourself 

Mary had a little lamb, 

whose fleece was white as snow. 

 

And everywhere that Mary went, 

the lamb was sure to go. 

 

It followed her to school one day 

which was against the rule. 

 

It made the children laugh and play, 

to see a lamb at school. 

 

And so the teacher turned it out, 

but still it lingered near, 

 

And waited patiently about, 

till Mary did appear. 

 



Sound effects…. 

• students re-read the story to see where 

they can put in sound effects 



Stand and Deliver 

Mary had a little lamb, 

whose fleece was white as snow. 

 

And everywhere that Mary went, 

the lamb was sure to go. 

 

Mary had a little lamb, 

whose fleece was white as snow. 

 

And everywhere that Mary went, 

the lamb was sure to go. 

 

 

 

 



Snap Shot 

• Players discuss a reading 

• The group represents four lines from the 

reading with four freeze frames.   

• The rest of the group tries to describe 

what is happening in each frame.  

• ALL members of the group must 

participate (extras can be trees, people on 

the street, etc..) 



Snap Shot 

Mary had a little lamb, 

whose fleece was white as snow. 

 

And everywhere that Mary went, 

the lamb was sure to go. 

 

It followed her to school one day 

which was against the rule. 

 

It made the children laugh and play, 

to see a lamb at school. 

 

And so the teacher turned it out, 

but still it lingered near, 

 

And waited patiently about, 

till Mary did appear. 

 



Improvisational Role Play 

• Helps students understand the perspective 

of the character. 

• Helps students LISTEN to each other. 

• Increases repetitions. 

 



reading 

Character Adjective 

Describing 

character in 

this scene 

Justify 

Adjective with 

quote from 

the scene 

What the 

character 

wants 

What the 

character 

might say 



• Questions and Answers 

– Who is your favorite character from the 

poem?  Give an example from the poem to 

tell why 

– Who is your least favorite character from the 

poem?  Give an example from the poem to 

tell why 

– Would you want an animal at your school?  

Use what happened to Mary explain why 



Group Conversation 

• Create a dialog where you must use the 

vocabulary from the text. 



Simultaneous Skits 

• All groups are performing at the same 

time.  

• Their grade is based on hearing at least 5 

lines as you rotate 

• Student’s grades are based on their being 

able to continually speak in the TL 



Embedded Reading  
Created by Laurie Clarq 

• “use of a series of three or more readings 

of increasing difficulty, created from the 

same outline.   Students are exposed to 

repeated versions of the text and engage 

in a variety of activities with the text. “  

 Laurie Clarq 

  

 



There is a boy 

The name of the boy is Johnny Depp. 

Johnny is 15 years old. 

Johnny walks in New Paltz. 

There is a girl. 

The name of the girl is Miley Cirus. 

The girl says to Johnny Depp. 

“hello Johnny, what is your name? 

Johnny walks quickly. 

Miley walks quickly also. 

Johnny jumps in the trash. 

Miley says“ John….Johnny”  

Johnny says nothing.  



There is a boy.  The boy is tall.  The boy is not short 

The name of the boy is Johnny Depp. 

Johnny is 15 years old. 

Johnny walks in New Paltz. New Paltz is big. New Paltz 

is not small. 

There is a girl. 

The name of the girl is Miley Cirus. Miley is thin. Miley  

is not fat.  The girl gives to Johnny a flower.   

The girl says to Johnny Depp softly.   

“hello Johnny, what is your name? 

Johnny walks quickly. 

Miley walks quickly also. 

Johnny jumps in the trash. 

Miley jumps in the trash also.   In the trash, there is a dog.   

The dog says to Miley “grr”  

Miley says strongs“ John….Johnny”  

Johnny says nothing.  



There is a boy.  The boy is tall.  The boy is not short 

The name of the boy is Johnny Depp. 

Johnny is 15 years old. 

Johnny walks in New Paltz. New Paltz is big. New Paltz 

is not small. 

There is a girl. 

The name of the girl is Miley Cirus. Miley is thin. Miley  

is not fat.  The girl gives to Johnny a flower.   

Johnny throws the flower on the ground. 

Miley gives Johnny a cat. 

The cat jumps back to Johnny. 

The cat kisses Miley. 

Miley says “yuk”  Miley gives the cat to johnny 

The cat jumps from Johnny. 

The girl says to Johnny Depp softly.   

“hello Johnny, what is your name? 

Johnny walks quickly. 

Miley walks quickly also. 

Johnny jumps in the trash. 

Miley jumps in the trash also.   In the trash, there is a dog.   

The dog says to Miley “grr”  

Miley says strongs“ John….Johnny”  

Johnny says nothing.  

The cat jumps in the trash. 

The cat jumps to Miley.  The cat kisses Miley. 

The cat jumps to the dog.  The cat throws the dog from the trash. 



Embedded Reading with non-

fiction 
• Choose a work that you would like your students to understand 

better.    

• Copy and paste the original so that you have two copies. 

• “Take out” about ¼ of the second copy so that you have a more 

simplified version. (You may remove words,  phrases or entire 

sentences as long as the message of the piece stays intact.) 

• Copy and paste the new version. 

• “Take out” about ¼ of the new version in order to simplify it. 

• Keep repeating the process until a Base Reading emerges. 

• Use the story starting with the Base Reading and then proceed to 

the more complex versions of the text. 

 

 



Leveled readers  

 

• Build ALL four skills 

• Discussion 

• Opinions 

• Images 


